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For millennia, constellations have been more than just
twinkling patterns in the night sky. Serving as guiding
lights for ancient travelers & inspiring countless stories.

Guiding
+

Long before GPS, sailors and
explorers relied on constellations
to chart their course across vast
oceans. The Big Dipper in the
northern hemisphere, for instance,
pointed towards the North Star,
guiding mariners back home.

Across the Pacific, Polynesian
voyagers navigated by
constellations like Orion and the
Southern Cross, their intricate
knowledge helped them commute.

Lights
<4

Ancient societies observed the
movement of constellations
across the sky to track the
seasons and mark the passage of
time. The appearance of specific
constellations signaled the arrival
of crucial events like planting
seasons or religious festivals. In
Egypt, the yearly flooding of the
Nile River coincided with the

rise of the constellation Sirius,
marking a new agricultural cycle.

Through
+

While we no longer rely solely on
constellations for navigation, they
remain important in the world of
astronomy. Astronomers divide the
sky into 88 official constellations for
precise celestial navigation, similar

to street addresses for celestial
objects. These constellations provide a
framework for locating stars, galaxies,
and other astronomical phenomena.
Think of them as cosmic addresses!
Just like a street address helps you
pinpoint a specific location on Earth,
constellations provide a framework for
locating stars, galaxies, nebulae, and
other celestial wonders. This allows
for more accurate observations, and
communication across the globe.

Time
*

From guiding ancient travelers

to inspiring the modern-day
stargazers, constellations have
left an undeniable mark on human
history. Though their practical
application may have evolved,
their enduring significance lies

in their ability to connect us to
the universe, spark curiosity, and
reminding us of the long-standing
wonders of the night sky.

48 of the 'official'
constellations were
based on Ancient
Greek star patterns
recorded by an
astronomer called
Ptolemy in the 2nd
Century.

Constellations
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Who named | them?

Many of the constellation names we
G ree k a n d use today are derived from Greek and
Roman mythology. Ursa Major, the Great
Bear, embodies the mythical Callisto,
RO m a n transformed into a bear by Zeus. Orion, the
hunter with the Pleiades, seven celestial
sisters in Greek mythology. These were

]
I nfl u e n Ce later adopted by Roman astronomers which
became the foundation for many modern

constellation names, across the planet.

Beyond the Greeks
and Romans

Remember that various cultures around
the world have their own unique
constellation names and stories. The
Chinese night sky features a celestial
dragon, signifying power and good
fortune. Indigenous cultures across North
America have their own interpretations of
star patterns, often incorporating them
into creation myths and spiritual beliefs.
For example, some tribes see the Big
Dipper as a celestial bear, while others
view it as a group of hunters chasing
their prey across the heavens.
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The modern era: IAU
Gakes the helm

International Astronomical Union (IAU)
work to unify existing names used by
different cultures throughout history.
Think of them as the ultimate star chart
editors, ensuring everyone on Earth

is referring to the same constellation
when they point to a specific region of
the night sky. It also establishes clear
boundaries for each constellation,
preventing celestial squabbles over
which stars belong to which celestial
creature. With 88 officially recognized
constellations, the IAU provides a
standardized reference system, ensuring
astronomers are on the same page when
discussing the wonders of the cosmos.

+

(IAU) was
founded in
1919. Its mission
is to promote
and safeguard
the science

of astronomy,
members from
92 countries.

)

Who named the constellations?
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+

Babylonian
astrologers used
the phases of the
moon to determine
the ideal time for
planting, including
everyone's favorite
crunchy veggie!
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A Scientific Odyssey

Imagine wielding powerful
telescopes and satellites, your
gaze not limited to the twinkling
dots above, but piercing through
the cosmic veil to reveal the

intricate workings of the universe.

That's the realm of astronomers,
the scientific detectives
of the cosmos.

Armed with sophisticated
instruments, they analyze the
light emitted by celestial objects,
measure vast distances with
remarkable precision, and track
the movements of stars, planets,
and galaxies. This meticulous
data collection unlocks a deeper
understanding of the universe's
grand narrative - from the

birth and death of stars to the
formation of galaxies and the
mysteries of black holes.

A Realm of Symbolism

While astronomy delves into

the scientific realm, astrology
takes a more symbolic approach.
It interprets the positions and
movements of planets and
celestial bodies, believing they
influence human personality,
relationships, and life events.
Astrologers utilize birth charts, a
celestial snapshot capturing the
planetary positions at a person's
birth, to draw interpretations
and offer guidance.

Many find comfort and meaning in
the narratives woven by astrology.
However, it lacks the rigorous
methodology and testable
predictions. The correlations
drawn between celestial
movements and human affairs
haven't been substantiated

by scientific evidence.

While astrology
uses constellations
for symbolism,
some constellations
we see today were
actually named
based on their
actual appearance!
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Beyond birthday stars




Our Sun takes 25
days to complete
1 rotation on it's
axis, but Proxima
Centauriis a
dizzying dancer,
whirling in just
8.6 hours!
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Cosmic adventures



Fact

Constellations appear
different throughout the
year and across locations

Myth

Constellations
are fixed in
place in the

night sky. due to Earth's rotation &
revolution around Sun.
Their positions are not
fixed relative to each other.
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Whil ) .
l€ constellations hold h istorical and cultural significance

Myth
Stars are twinkling

lights, constantly
turning on and off.

Fact

Stars are massive balls
of burning gas, emitting
a constant light. The
twinkling effect we
observe is due to the
Earth's atmosphere
causing distortions in
the starlight.
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Myth

We can see all
the stars in the
night sky with

the naked eye.

of stars across the night sky to determine thejr location ang
COUrSe

Myth

Constellations
determine
personality or
your life path.

Fact

Constellations appear
different throughout the
year and across locations.
Light pollution and the
limitations of our human
vision prevent us from
seeing most stars.
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Fact

Astrology, which
associates constellations
with human traits
and events, lacks
scientific evidence and

is not considered a

reliable source for such
interpretations.

Myth vs Fact






